The Right Hottie 
PRINCIP AL OFFICERS 


COMMISSIONERS 


Of His Majeſties NAVY. 


The Humble addreſs of Colonel Walter 
Slingsby being h:s Apology or De< 
fence againſt a late Charge exhibited. 


© May it pleaſe your Honours, 

Efore I Enter upon any one Branch of my Acculations, or marter of 
Fat; I Humbly Crave the Favour of a {mall Digrefſion, that we 
may Weigh things Rightly, we hall judge of chem the berter, anda 
little difculs rhe original of this formidable Charge : The Primuns 
Mobile, or Wheel, which firſt ſer this buſineſs on work : The circumſtances 
and praccedings of it; which { co avoid all oftence) I will rouch upon as 
moderacely, tenderly, and briefly as I can, and as my wounded Reputation 

will permir. | 
Some Inform me of a Friend or Kinſman in the Caſe, which came to my 


Ear trom Mr. Deans Houle, and alchough I cannor averr it poſitively art preſent, - 


yet there appear to meſs many high probabilities of a great Truth, that I doubr 
not of bringing it to light in a ſhore time. 

However, be pleated Firlt to conlider thele Iil-tayoured and bad Comple- 
xioncd circumſtances attending which (like a black Comer) hung over my 
head, menacing and portending ſome diſmal Event rowards me. He gLves 
me his conſent to go to Zoydon, where I was no ſooner arrived bur he claps a 
Survey upon my Back, ſuffering none for me in my abſence, to be on my 
vchalf on the Survey, a thing never done betore ; my Books in my Office were 
Scized by Mr, Deane, and Kept many Weaks in his hand ; conſidering I have 
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pot been educated inthe thing, what injury and wrong may not thus be done 
me ? He carrys them to a Boy at the Controulers Office, and orders him to 
write what he diQtates; how it was carrzed I know not, only that the young 
man is advanced a double pay, my Vouchers for juſt Iſſues were diſcounte- 
nanced, and not permitted to pals in the Jaſt Accounts. Letters-Were ſent 
uÞ toZYMiteball ( difperiing there for truth, much to my diſadvantage ) thax 
Sn were grand imbezlements of Cables, Canvas, Cordage, Natles, &c. Which 


- hath appeared otheryilc, and conſequently a great Injury. 


And leaſt theſe Repotts ſhould find leſs credit in that place, among men 
of honour , who have kno wn me long, and who (as they are careful of their 
own honour ) are tender of another Gentlemans : Up-ſtarts a diligent Inſtru- 
ment in hopes, no doubt, of getting my place , who ſends up Letters with 
Progigious Intelligence, ( one even to the Lords of the Admiralty) wherein 
I am impeached to have imbezeld ſo many Yards of Canvas; to this no name 
ſubſcribed, an unknown Author, a practiſe ſo inhumane, that a Genrleman 
cannot think himſelt fafe to live in a Nation , where ſuch Þatrbarity meets not 
with ſeyere puniſhment. Bur although he aGted behind the Curtain, as 
aſhamed of his monſtrous ſhape and name, I have been obliged ro Mr. Dear 


for his name, .and doubt not of having Juſtice upon him. We have changed 


now to Nefanda promovere juvas : He mult pur his helping hand to my ruine, 
and becauſe my Condition was bad, make it worſe; in ſuch a time you fhall 
never want ſuch a Villain to AZ his part, when the buſineſs is once on york, 
taking pleaſure ro promote milchiet ; like thoſe who ( when London was of 
Fire) inſtead of laying helping bands on the work, imployed their filching 
Fingers to Purloyn and ſteal. T hat which I look upon withal imaginadle in- 
dignation is the word Dione, which this Brute'beſtowed upon me. That 


 Eputher' might have been either ler alone, or ſent ro Aewgare to find a Pa- 


rent, and not farher ic upon an old Gentleman, the Integrity of Whoſe whole 

Lite is fo well known, that | ſcorn to move my Pen in its defence. 
Vertues ſtand in the account of Crimes in Maligne Eyes, though I can 

attribute little to my (elf, neither would I fay thus much, ſaw 1 nor that ris 


| moſt ordinary practiſe in this Vitiated and Debauched Age to deſpiſe vertue, 


and laug\ at a referved temoer. A well hatched confidence ſhall over-run and 
trample upon any ſober and modeſt Man. Thus was | environed with a fhowre 
of Arcows [hot inthe dark, bur right enough levelled, every one bringing Death 
or Intamy; and yet not knowing certainly now or by whom whom wounded. 
Tu ne cede mals, ſed contra audentior ito Moderator Orbes andiet preces tas. _ 
The firſt Motion, was ( in my judgment) raſh, and in roo much haſt; 
ic mght have been better ſpared : Sceing it is no {mall matter to rouch a 
Gentiemans honour ſo near and cloſe, without better and more certain 
grounds. Elpecially, it being ſent to Whiteha!, the Place where His Sacred 
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Majeſty > His Royal Brother, and fo many Perſons of Great Honour reſide; 
and chen be pur to diſcountenance Vouchers, and order Books and Ballance 
at pleaſure, and all tro make what was writ good. That which orieves me 
molt ar preſent is; that, by this undue praftiſe ; I have lain long under a heavy 
Cenſure of moſt, and perhaps under ſome {ſuſpicion of my beſt triends; which 
conſideration hath rouzed me up ro make the beſt Defence I can, alchough 

1 am put upon a deſperate afrer.game, Mobile Vincendi genus eff Patientia. 1 
doubt not bur by this, {o to revive my ſuilied Repuration, thar I may ſtand as 
fair in the Opinion of Men as ever, 


eAnd now Þ am come to matter 0 f Fatt. 


1 am Cnarged to have imbezel'd a quantity of Cazwzs, under pretence arid 
claim as a Perquifite : Ir being the Inches, which Merchants allow ( who | 
ſerye Canvas into the Stores } for walt in cutting Sails; and this juſtified ro be 

 praRicadlc in my Predeceſtors time, as appearcth by whar follows, 


ames Etherington Sail-maker upon examinatio!: 


faith, and will depoſe upon Oath, if it be required, 


That Mr. Samuel Knight, Clerke 70 Ir. Benjamin Johnſon, ( /aze Store. 
Keeper) did uſe frequently 79 come into the Canvas-L oft, when the Cloth Tas men- 
fſaring, and gave charge # be juſt between the King and Merchant : and to take care 
of and preſerve the Inches allowed for waſt. | 

Take notice 1 beſeech you , that this Mr, Kz/2h7 was the moſt approved 
Clerk, that hath ar any time been known.1n thar Yard; and who {in confide- 
zation of his abilities and integrity ) had a double Salary allowed him. ' This 
ſerves fully and ſufficiently enough to prove it ( it not a perquilite ) a practile 
at leaſt before my time, which was a ſtrong inducement to me-to attempt 
_ the ſame. Is it poſlible that this ſmall thing ſhould lye in the view of all, 
from generation to generation, and never taken into enquiry, until it was. 
found a proper Inſtrument ro wound me wichal. And where ſhould-I lodge- 
it more properly than with the Sail-maker, that he miphr imploy part to 
thar uſe to which it was intended, and be accomptable to me tor the Re- 
mainder. Burt Fere was no Farinm inthe Cile, no Claudeſtine aQings ; but - 
done in the open day, as uſual, before ſeveral Perſons whoſe dury brought 
them thither. In which, notwithſtanding 1 was ſo render, that I gave ir off 
until I could be better aſlured wherher the thing was law{al or no, as appeat- 
cth by what followerh. 
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 Cornelins Price #pon Examination faith and will depoſe, 


That Colonel Walter Slingesby did forvear raking the Inches for waft two ſewe- 
ral cuttings of Sails; bis reaſon beft ku02 n to hins/e!f. | 

L will then give my own Reaſon for it : 1 ſat my felt once out of curioſity 
ro ſee how it did ariſe; and! finding it too conſiderable to continue j gave it 
off leaſt I ſhould cranſgrefs roo tar. Then 1 refolved (hoping no juſt perſon 
will condemn me, for improving a ſmall imploy to my adyantage, as far as 
I could juſtly do it ) to ungerſtand the thing throughly ; and to thar very PUr- 
poſe, baſtned up to Londen, where I fell deſperarely fick, and my friend 
{ who had known the cuſtomes of this Yard long, and with whom I intend- 
ed ro adviſe ) gone our of Town, In the interim the Mine {prung, laid to 
blow me up; on the noiſe of which ; {ick as I was, I returned to Portſmouth, 
'to know what aſſaults were made upon me, not Knowing what Mr. Deaz was 
doing. Afſoon as | was berrer informed, I ſatisfied the Sail-maker, and all 
the Cantrs was brought- into the Stores immediately , and cut into Sails for 
His Majeſties uſe; ſo that the King is no way damaged or a ſufferer. And 
all this amounted to no mote than Twenty Five Pound in Three Years 
time. Eight Pound and a Noble paid, and yet this lictle hath made as great 
a noiſe, as it was carried on again!t me, as if I had ſtolen the Crown our of 
the Toner, 

{ am above mealurc troubled that ſo ſlender a matter ſhould raiſe a ſtorm 
in any brealt, uniets it were inculcated by the force of an irrefiſtible infi- 
nuation, With an ingredient which gives the whole matter bur an ill ſayour, 
backed by monſtrous Repreſentations, groſs miſtakes, and depoſitions inva- 
lid, yyherein arc aggravating yyords put in, vyhich neyer came from the De- 
ponents Mouth, as vvill appear in the following Diſcoutrle. 

It all Men, yvho ear the Kings Pread, vvere as {crutinouſly inſpe&ted, as 
I have been in this Caſe, many would quickly find themſelves Saper pinnacs- 
him glaciale: An errour I acknowledg to have unskiltully and ignorantly com- 
mirced : and am as forry for it, as a Geatleman ought ro be, -who hath ar 
preſent thcreby incurr'd His Majcſties difp!eafure, and expoled his own Cre- 
dit to. too much ſuſpition among many, who are apt to take things art the 
fi:ſt bound as certain truth , eſpecially ſuch as know not the nacure of the 
thing, neither have knowledge of my Life or Perſon. Humanum eſt errare , 
Dizbolicum perſeutrare. Therefore, conſidering vyith vyhat renderneſls I be- 
gan, hoy treely | defiſted, and vyith vvhac Juſtice ro the King che Canvas 
vvas reſtored tor his ule, rogerther vvith the inconſiderablenelts of the value, I 
[tut in God I may meer with more favour, and a fairer, and more candid 

INterpre- 


IF On 
interpretation , then to be roo much expoled in my-Old Ape with my Fa: 
mily. 1 may ſafely avow it, that I am a Hundred Pound the worſe fince I 
came to the Imployment, and in cale of remoyal ſhall be Fifty more. It 
hath not enabled me in Three Years timesto purchafe a ſmal Nagg to carty 
me, although this Aire hath given me viſible decays, and my Limbs grown 
decrepir. SET 

I will nor glory in the ſervices of my Family, nor boaſt of my own ; now 
| the oldeſt and laſt, fave one remaining, which were fo engaged. We did all 
bur our duty, and I can derive ro my ſelf no merit from their worth. The 
Pagan ©Aritocracy uſed to fend _ into the Field with their Legions this their 
old Adazy Daice & decorum ef pro patria mori, With much more reaſon it may 
be faid that ir is Honourable for a Family to periſh in the detence of a Chri- 
ſtian Monarchy, and ſay no more. I have learned that in the word of a 
King there is power, and no man may ſay, what doth he? With which 
che Law concurrs, and fayes the King can do no wrong. I will therefore 
throw my ſelf humbly at the Kings Feet as a Free 7:irz or Sacrifice to his 
Royal Will and Pleaſure, and whatever His Sacred Majeſty ſhall determine, 
[ will bleſs God, and be contetr. 


 Andnow for the Imbezlement of Canvas, Cables, Cor- 
 _dage, Nalles, Sheathing-Lead,c. 


Firit for the Canvas, | 
It is charged that Five Thouland Nine Hundred ana Twenty wo Yard: 
xce imbezel'd : Ir is ſtrange to me that aay rational man fhould think this 
poſſible; there being only my leif, Clerk, and rwo Aftiſtants vvho touch 
_ the Keys of the Stores at any time : One of which taree lacter, brings them 
in a Bag every Night, vvhcn the Labourers have done working, and lodges 
r3em in my Chamber whcre 1 fleep, and ferches them acain when work 
begins in tne Morning. Therefore to have ſuch a Bulk of Canvas gone, 
ir muſt come to paſs that we mult be all Four in the Conſpiracy. And, that 
coo being granted, it was in nature as dificuit a matter to put in execution 
{ becauſe it mult be in the Day time, in the Face and view of Five or Six 
Hundred People, Labourers and Offcers ) as for a man to walk in the Ex- 
change at Noon day, and (infenfibly ) ſteal by degrees all their goods out of 
their Shops. Buito the purpole, and to clear the matter more Conyincing- 
ly; pray calt an Eye upon thele rwo Vouchers for a great quantity of Caz- 
4s, ( the onginals being in my hand ready to be produced } which being 
caſt up amounteth to as much , 1t nor more then is pretended co be Imbe- 
zelled. And yerthele Vouchers difcountenanced and nor admitted into the laſt 
: EA, RT Ballance 


we (9) 
Ballahce : That ths firit raſh and too haſty information might ſeem to earry 
the Face and Similirude of Truth. And as God is the God of Truth, }_ 


ſpeak Truth, that avy imbezlement of this nature is as far from either my 


knowledg or belicf, as from the knowledg of an Infant Child. And I am 
confident the Officers (if asxed the Queltion,) will fay they are apt to be. 
lieye I am abuled through miſtakes. | 
Jeſs relieve me out of this Mijery, whilſt my Hononr bleeds #0 varniſh the 
Trophies of another Perſon, EE 


New foxth Rate Freqat 
9th of Augult, 1672. 


Pray aeliverunto Sulan Harris for the making of new Sailes 


for that Fripat. 
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123. Gap foſte  - 


19 the Keeper of the Stores. 


” C7) 
Hamppare Friqat 
2.619, Auguſt 167 &, 


Pray deliver unto Suſan Harris for the making of 12 
Sailr for Hu Majeſties faid Ship 
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To the Keeper of the Stores, 


Here ar two > Vouchers, which (being caſt up ) will amount to ths quan- 
tity, if not more Then 1s pretended | to be loſt, Now be Pleaſed to conſider 
chis Ev Agence tollowi ing. 


Cornelius Price ſaith upon Cain and will | depſe 


That he did ſhow Mr. Deaz the Rooks, wharcic theb two Vouchers wers 
zntered ; for the cutting a great quantity of Canmyus into Sails for the new 
Sixth Rate Frigat , (then upon the Stocks, and {ince call'd the Grez-hound) 
and the H:p/hire Frigat dared in Auznſ? 1672. and the laid Mr. Dean ould 
not allow :{.c cxpence of that Cayvas upon this laſt account, 

Farther; bat he doth nor accule any Perſon, nor can he {ay that there are | 
Wanting any Locks, Spring- Locks, $pring- -Bolts, Batthers, Scrapers, Dowetails, ec, 
but doth verily Scliey2 there was no tuch Imbezlement, but miſtakes and | 

ant of due fearch of the Books : And that the defefts of that nature( if 2}. 
0p) ) were before Culonel Slingesby Came T0 that imployment. PRs 

That there was a parce! of Sheathing Lead, wv hich was bro ught JOWn, At: d 
uſed upon the Phenix, and not Drougur into the Stores, bt Kept in Mr, 
| Deans own cultody. 
kt Was an Odd I raſh thing. ro charge me with the Imbeztemens of me " 

which 1 
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which now he muſt anſwer for. The Capvas I ſuppoſe is ſufficiently clea;- 
ed with the Icon Trade, mentioned in his Schedule, Certainly, a Gentle- 
man muſt ſtrangely degenerate to Foil his Fingers with fuch Tinkers Stuff, 
if he knew how, ot to whom to diſpoſe, of them. Nay, we play at-{mall 
game rather than fit our, to fill up the meaſure of my iniquity; and alledge 
there are Four Leather Scuppers worth Groats a piece; Two Watch Bells 
and Two Cabin Bells wanting, all which are as ſafe as the Five Cables 
pretended to be loſt, trom Sixteen Inches to Eleyen, But to clear things ' 
turther, both in reference to Canvzs and the reft, 'T go ro further Evidence. 


Simon Coward ſaith upon Examination and will depoſe. 


Thar for ſeyeral years laſt paſt he hath been imployed as an Affiftant to 
tne Store Keeper of His Majelties Yard, and haye been Conſcious to ſe- 
veral Receipts and Iflucs of the ſaid Stores. And that in reference to the. 
Imbezlement of the ſeveral parcels of His Majeſties Stores of Iron work , 
Canyas, &c, Wherewith Colonel $/zzgesby ſands charged; he faith that he 
doth not know of any imbezlement of the ſaid Stores made by Colonel 
Slmgesby or his Afliſtants, neither doth he believe there was any” ſuch im- 
bezlement, bur conceiyeth it ought ro be imputed to Mis-entrys, or want 
of due ſearch of the Books. 

And-as to the Jackes, and Enlignes mentioned in the charge, he faith, rh2; 
to his knowledge they haye been ſeveral times ſuryeyed , and found to be 
Rar eaten, tern, or Moth caten when they firſt came, and being unkt fos 
ſervice ; were always thrown afide among(t the old Lumber. 

It ſeems, as the Colours are not imbezel'd, being viſibly in the Stores : 
there will a queſtion ariſe whether I or the Rats is queſtionable in this 
great milgemeanour, and which is the Vermin puniſhable, But more Eyi- 


__ aence followes. 


John Bishop »pon Examination ſaith and will depoſe. 


That for ſeyeral years lalt paft he hath been imployed as a Labourer or 
Aſliſtant to the Store Keeper of His Majeſties Dock-yard of Port/mourh. 
And as to the imbezlement of the ſeveral parcels of His Majeſties Stores 
mentioned of Canvas, rom york, 8c. Wherewith Colonel S$lzngesby Ntanderh 
charged: He faith that he doth not know of any imbezlemenc of the faid 
Zrores : bur belicyerh chat the ſuſpition was occaiioned by the grand miſtakes 
of the Surveys. | 

Ang as to the Colours mentioned and charged, as part of thc imbezle- 

| ment, 
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rent, he faith that ſeveral of rhe ſaid Colours, when they were firſt brought 
into the Stores, were oth eaten, and (upon the Suryeys made ) thrown 
a way amongſt the old {tuft. | 

W hy were theſe things charged when the matter comes to nothing ? 
Theſe Colours 1 will depoſe upon the holy word of God, were here be- 
fore 1 came. I fee we muſt come.to the Year of our Lord 1669 and 50, 
to make good a raſh at. Mr. Pies is terrified, his Boy cheriſhed, the Bal- 
lance too palpably diſordered. Whar will this tend to, when I am to do 
pennance for my Predeceflors fins. This muſt' come to Reparation of ho- 
Nour. | | 


WO Ig Sail-maker farther ſaith and will de= 
poſe. 


Thar, as to the Cenvas mentioned in the charge; tipon the 9th of Lg. 
eſt 1672. a Warrant was iſſued out from the Clerk of the Survey and 
Maſter of Attendance of His Majeſties Dock Yard for making of new Sails 
for the new Sixth Rare Frigat ; and upon the 26. of CAmeu{t 72. another 
Warrant was iſſued our by the aforeſaid Officers *for the making of new 
Sails for the Hampſhire Frigat ; which faid Sails he the ſaid James Etheringtou 


Cut out accordingly. Bur he {ſaith that at the ſame time, there was ſo much 


buſineſs in the Dock Yard in Surveys, &c. and in reterence to that, and the 
diſtance of time, he declareth he cannot punctually remember , how long 
3r was before the ſaid Parcels of Cazwas were cut out after the Teſt of either 
Warrant. 

Now the better to juſtific theſe Vouchers; I ſhall make it appear manifeſtly 


that the Cazm25 was lentfor up to Londen, and came by Wagon at Three le- 


veral times which was the occaſion the H:mp/h;re went not our of the Har- 
bour til! che latrer end of OfFober, I hope this may give fatisfation rhar 
thoſe Imbezlements have not been, which were Jaid to my charge: If more 
were charged and to be cleared, it would bur ſhow a greater immoderation 


in the charge, and cauſe more and greater reflections which I ſhall forbear | 


as much as conſiſts with my Defence, 

If any Canvas be wanting , as certainly ir cannot be much, it ſeems there 
are other ways of defrauding the King ; the Czyw4s Lotrs are broken into by 
Theives and Rogues, as appeareth by theſe evidences following. 


William Lenerete after Rope-maker of by Mye- 
 fiies Dock-Yard at Portſmouth upon exammation 
 ſaithand will depoſe, ak 


That Colonel S/rngesby tor ſome time fince, iz. as he conceiveth about 
EEC C i, 2 
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a Year and-half agoe, carae to him the {aid Willem, and ſhewed unto hin 
2 ſhort broken green hafred Knife, then declaring that there was a hole 
broken out of the Rope-houſe into the Store-Lotr, and one Door and Lock for- 
ccd open into the Sail-Lofr, and the {zd Colonel told him that he found the 
faid knife there,and he deſired of him the ſaid #7/{amro enquire of the workmen 


- whcl: the {aid knife was, which he did accordingly, bur could. never find whoie: 


it was. | | 
Mr. Gregory Peachye Clerk of the. Rope: Yard will 


depoſe the ſame Perbatimn, 


I did complain to Mr. Pea, and reminded him of ic, that if poſlible , | 
ſuch perſons mig't be dereQed : bur I could never haye anfyer, or diſcoyer. 


any inclination in him to examine the matter, which among rational men 


is ſufficient to raile a violcnt ſulpition, Bur this violence was nor prattiled 
alone it ſeems; for we- have a Sail-maker call'd Foxe Who will 


depoſe that he found a bundle of Picklocks hid in a Gun upon the Key at 
te ſterr of the Dock. All the fad effects of theſe yiolences it ſeems muſt 


' fall heavy upon me, which had been preyented, it care had been taken for 


\ the diſcovery. 
Now I muſt fay fomthing-rouching the nature of thoſe depoſitions taken 


againſt me: to ſhew how dangerous a thing it 1s (to giye it no worſe Cha- 


 racter) to intrude words, and aggravating words, which the Deponents ne- 
yer ſpoke, and which will ſhake the whole, as to the. yalidity and legality 


of them: One word being of that weight in evidence, as it may be placed, 


that it may turn the Scale cither to Lite or Death, 


Nicholas Hammond of Portſmouth Rope-makec- 


pon Examination ſaith and will depoſe, 


That he bought ſome parcels of tuft; call'd Fag-ends of Colonel Slneesby, 
bur he never bought of him any Cordage ; nor did he declare art the time 
of his Examination by Commiſſ: aner Dez, that the ſaid Colonel did ever ſe! 


him any : Bur that he accepred againſt rhe word Cordage; and that ic was. 


ar into his information without his conſent or knowleds. 
Another of #he [ame nature and birth followeth. 


Thomas Dameron of Portſmouth Rope-maker 
upon Examination ſaith and will depoſe. + 


Thar Colonel $!izgesby never fold him any Cordage, bur at ſeveral rir;es 


he bought ſome Fag-cnds of him the ſaid Colonel. And he further faith , 
that when he was examined on that Point before Commiſſioner Dew , he 


then 


C11) 
then declared that he 'never bought any Cordage of the ſaid Colonel ; and 


| Girh further, that if any luch words were inſerted into the teſtimony ar thar 
time or fince it was contrary to his knowledg, privity, or conſent. 


And now James Etherington Sail-maker [aith and will 
depoſe. 


That he was fo afttighted and threatncd; that upon his Examination he 
knew not what he ſaid: that he would not for the World uſe that word 
ſold, vis. that he would not for the World ſwear that Colonel S!ingesby fold 
that Canvas to him ; bur that he had lent him mony ſeveral times in ſmall 
lumms; bur wherher it was upon the credit of the Canvas or no, he cannot. 
fay. 

It is acknowledged ] had mony in {mall-petty ſumms ſeveral times of Loan 
from the ſaid James Erhermgton for neceflary ules : The fame being oftner 
hard to come by in theDock-yard , unleſs with thoſe who had a Stock. Bur 
the fame was never upon the credit or account of any Cxzvas whatſoever : 
Nor did I ever think of ſuch a thing bur only as a common friendly kindneſs. 
And now ſeeing Me. Pirs will be Dumb , and not be perſyaded to ſpeak to 
any Interrogatory : (by which obſtinacy the Truth is like to be ſtifled , and 
neyer come to Light) I ſhall declare, and. will depoſe when cal'd to it, that 
( mecting with Mr. Pzzs in the Yard, little betore or after Chri#mas in the 
Year 1672. When he returned up his Ballance for the Year preceeding ) L. 
demanding of him how the laſt Ballance Cid agree, and how approved of ' 
aboye, and thathe reply'd AU rhings were even, fair and nt to be found fault * 
Þitha/, How is it poſiible then in any rational mans juJlgment, ſuch a 
orand waſt and imbezlement ſhould be made in one Year? I will Ilikewile 
depoſe ( if called to it) that meeting the faid Mr. Pzzrs in rhe Yard: as he 
landed from Geſparr, after ke had finiſhed the Ballance of 1673. upon which 
all riis depends, I did demand- of him, how the Ballance for that -Year | 
ſtood ? and that he reply'd thar there was little or no difference in matter 
of Canvas, Cables, or Cordaze : Bur a very vaſt difference in otacr things with» 
out doors meaning 7imber, Planks, AMaſts, cc. And yet after he had ſpoke | 
wich and conſulted others, be fent me word there was Three Thoufand and 
odd yards wanting, and ſince it is improved to Five Thouſand and odd. Ger- 
rainly this muſt needs convince all moderate and indifferent men,thar the deal- | 
ings have not been fo fair with me, as ought to-have been. I have been 
put of late years to hard ſhifrs enough z but couldinever be induced co take 
upen me ſo baſe a Trade. - | Z | EY 

] will farther depoſe if call'd ro ic; that ] was preſent in Mr. Deans Clo- 


ks a —.. {fer . 


(12) 


E fer with two or three of the beſt Officers of the Yard, when Mr. Deay de- 


manded of the faid Mr. Pirs, it he were ſure that he made the Ballance right 
or no? To which he reply'd Tha? he hai done it 'as well as he could do it. 
And being preſt to {peak more politively, he gave the ſame anſwer three times, 
and no other : What a fire condition, andin what little eafe a Store Keeper ſits, 
when he muſt be reſponlible for the defeds of Ballance ; and ſuffer becauſe 
a man can do no better ? 

I know not whar fin I have committed, that Þ have been thus perfecuted, 

unleſs it be- a faycineſs in me to be better eftecmed of chan who are offend- | 
cd art it, 
I have always chought this imploy fac for a careful, juit, and painful per- 
ſon. Bur I was educated otherwile , and my blind fide was quickly diſco- 
vered , and ſtumbling blocks laid in my way to throw me out ol a poor 
livelyhood in my old Age, which I looked upon almoſt as good as a Free- 
hold. I had a value for ir, becauſe it was His Royal Highneſfles favour , 
and hope yet to wear it for His ſake, to ſhew all Imaginable duty ro whom 
I will decline no difficulty, or danger, either of Fire or Water, and to pre- 
ſerve his good Opinion , will ſerve him in the meaneſt capacity he will 
think fic. 

I will appeal to all Perlons, both within and without the Dock Yard 


_ © who have ſeen my deportment) whether they do not think in their Con- 


ſciences, and believe; thar through great miſtakes in accounts or wilfulneſs 
I am abuſed or no? I need (1 think ) fay no more, hoping I have ſuffici- 
ently quitted my {elf of that {cyere cbarge which hath fo heavily laid upon 
ine, in the judgment of all my friends and and i ingenious men. Only con- 


clude with this Aflertion. 


Thas ſince the Famous Old Athzneans gave the Yhorid Hora! Rates, and 
#he Fathers of the Chriftian Charch Precep? of vertne : Since there lath bets 
Hamanity in the world, and civil ſociety among CHaniind, Tree Fas /carce 
ever 4 Groſſer abuſe put upon a Gentleman, 


F1XNTS, 


